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WHAT IS MINISTRY EFFECTIVENESS? 

Our quarterly newsletter is our newest
endeavor.  We hope this becomes an 
effective way of communicating our 
progress to you, our stakeholders. Enjoy 
this first edition.

The PFGA Board of Specified Jurisdiction has, as one of it's 
subcommittees, Ministry Effectiveness, which is focused on the 
mission, vision, and faith-based core values outlined in our 
Spiritual Charter. Using the six tenets of our spiritual charter  as 
a blueprint, our primary aim is to put into action the ideals 
found in that document to enrich the lives of our students, 
staff, parents, and greater community. Lastly, we advise the 
Administration on how we can more effectively live out our  
Catholic Identity.
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At Pope Francis Global Academy we are fortunate to have a 
Spiritual Charter written to help our students to connect the 
dots between the content of our Catholic faith, their prayer 
and service, and their life experience, which includes 
relationships with family and friends, leisure activities, their 
successes and failures, their dreams and hopes for the future, 
and their exposure to the conflicting values in society.   Our 
teachers and administration utilize this information to help stay 
focused on the goal. Though an in-depth reading of our six 
tenets can be found on the school webpage, we want to offer 
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you a few examples of how to live out the tenets in daily life 
to help guide a better understanding.   

To “Encounter the Living Christ” is to accept his friendship. 
Follow His will, not mainstream or the media. How can you 
begin? Join a Youth Group or start a diary in which you write a 
message to Christ each day. Youth Groups are a good way to 
have a dialogue about Christ. Diaries can be a simple thought, 
poem, question, one word plus a dialogue as well. Write a 
prayer request to Christ. He's got your back.  

TENET HIGHLIGHT: ENCOUNTER THE LIVING CHRIST 

IN THIS ISSUE 

OUR COMMITTEE IS L OOKING TO EXPAND 
Our committee currently consists of: Ryan Duggan, father of 3  
lovely daughters and active St. Tar’s parishioner; Mary Ellen Gold 
2nd grade teacher and long time St. Tar’s parishioner and Catechist.; 
Linda Mendoza, South Campus pre-K teacher assistant  and active 
parishioner at Our Lady of Victory and Jennifer Brezina, mother of 
a sweet South Campus pre-K daughter and active parishioner at 
St. Pascal.

Our committee is actively seeking additional members who are 
interested in supporting the spiritual and Catholic Identity of our 
school. You need not be a school parent or teacher to participate. 
Please contact Ryan Duggan if you are interested. 
ryndggn@gmail.com 
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Celebrity Highlight 1 

Did you know that Simone Biles, four-time Olympic 
gold medalist gymnast, is Catholic? She wrote an 
autobiography titled “Courage  to Soar” in which she 
describes her struggles and determination to reach 
the Olympics as well as the role her faith played
in her success. In one chapter, she shares her 
experience of receiving the sacrament of Confirmation, 
“I marched into St. James the Apostle Church that 
Sunday in a line of teenagers with solemn faces… 
in a way, our procession reminded me of a medal 
ceremony, except that no gold, silver, and bronze 
medals would be given out. Instead, our prize would 
be something much more powerful: in a few moments, 
each of us would bow our heads to receive the 
Holy Sacrament of Confirmation.”  
https://aleteia.org/2016/11/29/simone-biles-highlights-
Catholic-faith-in-new-autobiography/  
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DISTINGUISHED DISCIPLES 
Our Distinguished Disciples program 
launched late last winter. This 
program allows individuals to submit 
nominations of those within our 
school community who demonstrate 
one of our six (6) Spiritual Charter 
Tenets. Our 2018-19 Disciples were:  
Ethan Arden – Student 
Kiera Figeuroa – Student 
Colleen Kearns - Student 
Nora Rahlfs – Student 
Michelle Trigo – Teacher 
Jodi Thyen – Director of Admissions 

The first round of 2018/2019 
nominees are currently being 
collected. Program details and 
nomination forms were highlighted in 
the February 14th Howler. An online 
form can also be found at:
http://bit.ly/DistinguishedDisciple
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MINISTRY EFFECTIVENESS: 2018-19 HIGHLIGHTS 

GETTING INVOLVED AT OUR FOUNDING PARISHES 
As part of a regional school supported by 4 Catholic Parishes, we are each offered many and varied opportunities to 
become involved. The pastors of all 4 of our Founding Parishes would welcome you in as a visitor to their church or, if you 
are ready to jump in, they’d welcome your help or involvement in one or more of their programs or ministries. 

Children’s Ministries 
Contact your respective parish rectory and/or 
website to learn more about the ministries listed 
below for children and parents. Each of our founding 
parishes offers something a little different. 

• Sunday Day Care: typically infants through 4
years of age

• Children Liturgies: typically PreK through Jr. High
• Altar Servers: Different parameters at each

parish. Please contact the rectory.
• Youth Groups: Jr High through High School

Adults Ministries for Parents and Others Looking for 
ways that YOU can serve our communities? There 
are many organizations within our founding parishes 
who would welcome your  participation. To name a 
few: explore St. Vincent DePaul Society, Holy Name 
Society, Knights of Columbus, help out with the

periodic cleaning group (yes, our churches need a good 
cleaning once in awhile), or join the Young Adult 
Groups: 19 – 35 years of age. Also contact your 
respective parish rectory and/or website to learn more. 
Many hands make for light work. 

Looking for ways to share your talents? Join a church 
choir or parish ministry. Volunteering doesn't have to be 
full-time. Just a few hours a year can be rewarding. On a 
larger scale, if you work for a contractor, perhaps you 
could donate labor and/or resources which, perhaps, 
could be a tax deduction for your company.  

Please contact your respective parish rectory to inquire. 

Our Lady of Victory – 773.286.2950  
St. Cornelius – 773.283.5222 
St. Pascal – 773.725.7641  
St. Tarcissus – 773.763.8228 

OUR CATHOLIC TRADITIONS 

Holy Thursday 
– The Seven Churches Visitation

Many of you may know about Eucharist 
Adoration.  And some of you may know 
about the visitation to seven churches 
after Holy Thursday Mass. If you have not 
attended such a pilgrimage, perhaps this 
year you might want to look into and 
attend.  It is away for us to remember 
when Jesus asked his disciples to stay and 
watch with Him while they were in the 
garden.” 

“Upon entering each church, pilgrims visit 
the altar of repose, kneel, make the sign of 
the cross, read the appropriate scripture 
for each station and engage in private 
prayer and adoration. Some may add other 
prayers as well. “

It is a very peaceful experience, whether 
you go solo or with your family.

To learn more information on this topic, visit:
ht tps://todayscatholic.org/a-holy-thursday-tradition 
-pilgrimage-to-seven-churches/

GIFT A GOOD CATHOLIC BOOK 
Our Gift A Good Catholic Book 
project was also launched last year. 
Through bulletin announcements and 
blasts in the Howler, we raised enough 
funds to offer 8th graders a graduation 
gift. They received the book 100 
Things Every Catholic Teen Should 
Know.  

Our goal this year is to offer both 5th 
and 8th graders a book. This gift is a 
parish outreach effort. Our initial 
church bulletin announcement was 
released in January. If you or someone 
you know would like to support the 

gift and are able to contribute, please 
drop a donation off at either of the 
campus front offices; $10/book, 
checks payable to Pope Francis 
Global Academy.   

http://bit.ly/DistinguishedDisciple
https://todayscatholic.org/a-holy-thursday-tradition
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