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“Wait for the LORD, be of good courage; 
He will strengthen your heart.”  Psalm 27-14 
 
Dear Pope Francis Parents and Guardians, 
 
By now you have heard that our 4 year old Pre-K student, Mason Orchard, has been fighting a valiant fight against 
Stage 4 Rhabdomyosarcoma. Diagnosed in September of 2013, he received chemotherapy and radiation for over a 
year and had since been doing very well.  After 11 months in a good place, he recently relapsed and had to undergo 
additional treatment.  About 10 days ago, Mason’s family received the extremely difficult news that the cancer had 
progressed and that treatment is no longer an option for this brave little boy.  His parents brought him home last 
week where he is happy and comfortable receiving love and support from the whole city. 
 
We will continue to keep up our hope for a miracle, and we are supporting Mason and his family with our prayers as 
well as a school fund drive called Mason’s Jar.   
 
Meanwhile, your kids have been very sympathetic and supportive to our efforts as they have come to understand 
them, but at a deeper level, kids do have questions that must be addressed at age appropriate levels by the adults in 
their lives.  
 
Our teachers have been provided information and resources for speaking with kids about terminal illness and the 
potential loss of a friend.  They are addressing questions as they come up. As well, our school counselor, Katie 
O’Neill, is in touch with the teachers should they need extra support, and is also available to meet with individual kids 
who would like to talk. We would like for you, as parents, to be aware that students in all grade levels on both 
campuses have begun asking questions, seeking understanding about how this type of thing can happen and how they 
might be feeling about it. 
 
Below is a list of resources that will be helpful to you as a parent or guardian when/if your child comes to you with 
questions, or just wants to talk about what is happening. Please take the time to read through some of the 
information so that you can be prepared to help your child as they work through these feelings, which are likely very 
foreign to them. It is most important that we allow them to talk and that we are active listeners.  We won’t have all 
the answers, but we must let them know their questions and feelings are valid and that we share in their feelings of 
helplessness and dismay, but that we rely on our faith to hold us up in these situations.  
 
We will continue to keep you informed as we learn more about the situation. Meanwhile, please continue to support 
Mason and his family with your prayers.  
 

• Willow House Grief Services 
• Supporting children when someone they know is facing terminal illness 

 

There are more resources available and if you feel your child would benefit from some time to talk while at school, 
please contact Katie O’Neill at koneill@pfgacademy.org.  
 
Blessings, 
 
 
Mr. O’Rourke  
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