
 

 

 

 

 
January 8, 2016 

 

Dear Pope Francis Global Academy Community, 

 

We are pleased to announce that following a comprehensive search conducted by The Office of 

Catholic Schools, in conjunction with the pastors and school representatives from the four 

founding parishes, Mr. Terrence O’Rourke has accepted the position as Head of School for Pope 

Francis Global Academy. Mr. O’Rourke brings a vast array of expertise to the Head of School 

position, including principal leadership, curriculum and instruction, high school teaching and 

coaching, as well as strategic business planning inclusive of financial and real estate analysis. 

 

During Mr. O’Rourke’s current tenure as principal at St. Albert the Great in Burbank, there has 

been a 53% increase in enrollment to the school’s highest level in 7 years. Additionally, he has 

overseen an expansion of the library, renovations of the early childhood classrooms and computer 

lab, incorporation of wireless capability throughout the school, and a rebranding campaign 

including logo, website and marketing materials. Prior to becoming principal at St. Albert, he 

worked at Fenwick High School in Oak Park, initially as an English teacher and track, wrestling 

and soccer coach, transitioning to Dean of Students and eventually Assistant Principal of 

Curriculum and Instruction.   

 

Terry is passionate about Catholic education; he is Marist alum with a Bachelor of Arts in English 

from Northern Illinois University, a Master of Arts in English from DePaul University, and a 

Type 09 teaching certificate and Master of Arts in Education Administration/Strategic Planning 

from Dominican University.   

 

We are grateful for the hard work and dedication of our current principals of St. Cornelius, St. 

Pascal, Our Lady of Victory and St. Tarcissus over the last year of planning for Pope Francis 

Global Academy. You have made this new school possible. Our searches for Deputy Principal, 

Director of Advancement and Enrollment, and Director of Business Operations are still in process 

and we hope to have announcements shortly on these positions! 

 

We are excited to have Terry on board and are confident in his ability to lead Pope Francis Global 

Academy as it becomes one of the top academic centers of excellence in the Archdiocese of 

Chicago. Please join us for the Pope Francis Global Academy Open House on Sunday afternoon, 

January 31 that will be held at both campuses, and have an opportunity to meet and welcome him 

to our community! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

  
 

Jim Rigg, Ph.D. 

Superintendent of Catholic Schools 

Archdiocese of Chicago 

 


